use in the Church of England to-day. Commis-
sioners were appointed to see that the archbishop's
orders were complied with, but many of the
clergy refused to conduct their services according
to the new prayer-book. It was then laid down
that no preacher must preach without a licence
from the king, Somerset, or Cranmer.
Such was the position in England when Knox
landed from France. He could not return to
Scotland, for the persecution of the Protestants
was still fierce in that country. Two years pre-
viously the Scots had been beaten by the English
at Pinkie, but had since received large reinforce-
ments, and were now more than holding their
own. Before the end of the next year, they had
recovered most of their lost territory. With the
departure of the English, the heresy hunt became
even more vigorous in Scotland, and one man
at least was burned, for reading the Bible, a few
months after Knox's release. A judge at the
trial remarked that if everyone was to be allowed
to read the Bible there would be nothing left for
the clergy to do !
Knox had refused to live in England during the
reign of Henry VIII, since he did not regard the
English Church as " pure." Now thaj: Cranmer's
hand had removed many of the grosser abuses,
however, he was prepared to labour in England,
and for the next five yeaps he never left that
country. A licence was *soon granted to him.